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TAGS: PN, PEPR 

SUBJECT : MEETING WITH PANAMA TREATY SPECIALISTS 

REF: STATE 063379 

1 . AMBLER MOSS AND I MET WITH ESCOBAR, ROYO, LOPEZ GUEVARA 
AND ' RORY' 1 GONZALEZ FOR HOUR AND HALF THIS MORNING. 

SECOND MEETING IS PROMISED FOR THIS AFTERNOON TO GIVE ME GOP 
RESPONSES TO SPECIFIC RESERVATIONS/UNDERSTANDINGS DISCUSSED 
IN REFTEL. 

2. MOSS OUTLINED MOOD IN SENATE AS NEUTRALITY TREATY VOTE 
APPROACHED. STRESSED THAT CRUCIAL UNDECIDED VOTES STILL 
NEEDED FOR TREATY TO PASS AND THAT SOME ACCOMMODATION 
WAS ESSENTIAL TO WIN THEM. SAID PANAMANIAN SILENCE DURING 
DEBATE WAS HBT .PFT IT ,, APPRECIATED. AND MUST CONTINUE DURING 
REMAINDER OF DEBATE. SAID THAT THRUSDAY VOTE WOULD, 

IF ALL OUR EFFORTS WERE SUCCESSFUL, BE A CLOSE WIN 
BUT THAT DEBATE WOULD PERHAPS BE EVEN MORE INTENSE DURING 
CONSIDERATION OF SECOND TREATY, WHICH HAD MANY POINTS TO 
ATTACK. 
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3. SENATE DEBATE, CARRIED HERE ON RADIO LIVE IN SPANISH. 

HAS IMPRESSED PANAMANIANS AS UNPLEASANT AND AT TIMES INCULTINGS, 
BUT MAN IN THE STREET BELIEVES TREATIES WILL BE RATIFIEDN SAID 
PANAMANIANS. THESE NEGOTIATORS SHOW SOPHISTICATED UNDERSTANDING 
OF OUR POLITICAL PROCESSES, BUT SAY THEY HAVE TAKEN CRITICISM 
FROM OWN PEOPLE AND PRESS FOR NOT RESPONDING TO POINTS ON SENATE 
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DEBATE. 

4. THEY PROMISED TO BE HELPFUL, BUT SAID THEY HAVE LIMITS. 

SAID A SECOND PLEBISCITE WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE. STATED THAT 
THE DECONCINI "CANAL CLOSURE" RESERVATION WAS FLATELY UN- 
ACCEPCTABLE, WOULD PERMIT INTERVENTION ON SLIGHTEST PRETEXT 
(STRIKE, LANDSLIDE) AND IF ADOPTED WOULD CAUSE REJECTION OF 
TREATY. 

5. SHOWED CONSIDERABLE FLEXIBILTTY WITH RESPECT TO DECONCINI 
AND NUMM "POST 2000" RESERVATIONS. ALTHOUGH DID NOT GIVE FORMAL 
POSITION, RECOGNIZED IT IMPOSED NO OBLIGATIONS ON 

PANAMA AND DID NOT CHANGE TREATY, ALTHOUGH IT ALTERED 
PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPECTATIONS OF PANAMANIAN PEOPLE BE REFERENCE 
TO "MILITARY PRESENCE," WHICH WAS OFFENSIVE. 

6. CONCERNING ARTICLE XII, SAID FORMULAS UNDER DISCUSSION 
COULD ALL REQUIRE SECOND PLEBISCITE. HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH 
SUBSTANCE, HOWEVER, AND WILL EXPLORE SATISFACTORY LEGAL FORM. 
JORDEN 
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